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ORIENTATION LETTER FOR SPEAKERS:  
WHAT TO EXPECT??

Thank you for volunteering to serve as a speaker for Project REACH!  We appreciate your willingness to share your experiences to assist youth in their transition process.  You will receive a $25 Walmart Gift Card after each speaking engagement!     

You will be speaking to individuals or small groups of students at area high schools on the topic area you submitted.  You will receive a phone call following a request for your topic from: Jennifer Juhl, Liz Gerdes or Shirley Fossey.  They will assist you in coordinating a time and date for your presentation.  Since schools will be arranging their class time around your attendance, be sure to mark your calendar.  If you cannot attend, please call to reschedule at least 24 hours in advance.

Most schools will require you to check in with the main office as a visitor.  Please give them the name of the teacher whose class you are speaking to.  

You should plan to dress appropriately for a school setting as well as use language that is acceptable in the schools.  

Due to confidentiality, we would suggest you only use first names of others who may be involved in your “story” to protect their privacy.  

Please use the following tips to assist you in your preparation for future speaking assignments.

1) Prepare to comfortably talk about your topic area including a summary of how this experience has affected you and what you have learned.

2) Attached is a list of questions that will be given to the teacher to use for discussion.  Review each question that applies to you and have a brief answer prepared.

3) Relax and enjoy this time to share your story with others!

Following your speaking engagement, the teacher will provide you with an evaluation form to rate your experience.  This should be returned in the provided envelope.  This completed form will be used to award you the $25 Walmart Gift Card in appreciation for your time!  You will need to call either Jennifer Juhl at 553-2567, Shirley Fossey or Liz Gerdes at 553-2446 to arrange a time to pick up this gift card. 

(If you do NOT receive the evaluation form from the teacher, call one of the above mentioned people to request one.  Gift cards can only be provided following the completion of the evaluation form)

Nervous?  We welcome you to practice your skills by attending a Transition Task Force meeting and presenting your story to us.  As service providers, we would love to hear what you have to say!  To arrange this, please talk with the person who nominated you for this program.

